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Circus in Australia 

Printed Ephemera, 1833-2007 
 
This is the next volume in my project to document the history of circus in 
Australia. This brings together a rich collection of items of printed ephemera, 
about 200 images in all, that chronicle and summarise the rich history of 
Australian circus. The volume comprises reproductions of images of 
 
• Posters 
• Advertisements 
• Program covers 
• Handbills 
• Tickets 
• Letterheads 
• Business cards 
• Medals, tombstones 
 
To prepare this volume, I have scoured public and private collections 
throughout Australia, New Zealand, the United States, Japan, Britain and 
Europe. Most of the images are in colour, many are in full colour, and most 
have not been published in book format before. 
 
Each image is accompanied by details of the source, creator, dimensions and 
technical specifications, as well as explanatory descriptive and historical data. 
The whole work is thoroughly annotated and indexed. It includes an extensive 
bibliography and is strongly bound in bonded leather. 
 
Most of the images describe Australia’s circus history as it developed within 
Australia. A number of images describe the activities of Australians overseas 
including famous performers such as the Indigenous tightwire artist Con 
Colleano (1899-1973) and the equestrienne May Wirth (1894-1978). 
 
This edition is strictly limited to 200 copies for sale, each signed by the 
author and numbered, plus the legal deposit copies (4) required under 
Australia’s Copyright Act and a few promotional copies (6). Please place your 
order without delay!  
 
Sincerely yours 
 

Mark St Leon 



Wattle in the Sawdust 
The history of circus in Australia 

Volume Seven 

Circus in Australia: 
Printed Ephemera, 1833-2007  

by 
Mark  St Leon, PhD 

 
A unique compilation of 200 reproductions of beautiful examples 

of printed ephemera from Australia’s circus history: posters, 
handbills, letterheads, tickets and other items culled from 
libraries and private collections throughout Australia and 

overseas. Most in colour and most published in book form for the 
first time. 

 
• Limited to 200 numbered copies, each signed by the author 

• Strongly bound in bonded leather, 300mm x 215mm  
• Printed on archive quality, acid-free paper 

• Approximately 400 pages, with page marker ribbon 
• Extensively annotated & indexed 

• Receipted Australian tax invoice provided 
• Over 30 years research 

• Approximately 200 rare images, most in colour 
• ISBN  978-0-9581557-3-1 

•  

Projected publication date: June 2008 
 Australia Overseas 
 AUD $ AUD $ 

Manuscript 195.00 195.00 
Packing & economy airmail 15.00 55.00 
TOTAL AUD $ 210.00 $250.00 
Or, if paying in US dollars  US $225.00 
Or, if paying in UK pounds  GBP £100.00 
Or, if paying in Canadian dollars  CAN $235.00  
Or, if paying in New Zealand dollars  NZ $ 295.00 

Recognised public libraries, universities and similar institutions may submit orders on official 
stationary. Other orders should be accompanied by full payment in Australian dollars unless 

special arrangements made. Please send your order/payment to: Mark St Leon, 15/479 Forest 
Road, Penshurst NSW 2222 AUSTRALIA. Payment should be made in favour of “Mark St Leon”. 

Payments can also be made by PayPal. Enquiries: markstleon@bigpond.com  
Australian Business Number: 68 976 109 121. 

 
Front cover image: “Ella Zuila, The Australian Funambuliste“ (1885) Courtesy: British Library, 

London. Shelfmark EVAN.373. © British Library Board. All Rights Reserved. 
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