
Children	inducted	into	circus,	1851-1928	

	

Surname First_name Professional 
name 

Gen Born Father’s 
occupation 

Condition Ethnicity/birthright Inducted Circus DOI Loc Age EOI Post-
induction 

career 
  Master 

Combo 
M 1850c   Half-caste Procured Ashton’s 1862c Qld 13c 1877 Death from 

natural 
causes 

  Lycurgus M 1890c   Javanese Procured FitzGerald’s 1897_10 Java 7c 1905_5 Unknown 
  Master 

Mongo 
M 1842c   Half-caste Procured Ashton’s 1853 NSW 16c 1856_7 Died from 

natural 
causes 

  La Petite 
Nanette 

F 1847?     Burton’s 1851_2 NSW 4c  Unknown 

Alkanna Alexander  M 1846c   Half-caste Procured Ashton’s 1857_1 NSW 12c 1859_6 Unknown 
Aquinaldo Rosie  F 1886c   Maori? Philippino? Adopted [Sutton, 

Jack] 
1899_4 NZ? 12c 1901_1 Professional; 

died in USA, 
1905 from 
‘heart 
disease’. 

Baldwin James  M 1834_8  Orphaned Anglo-Australian  Radford’s 1847_12 Tas 13 1851_9 Unknown 
Baldwin Henry  M 1836_10  Orphaned Anglo-Australian  Radford’s 1848_8 Tas 11 1850_3 Unknown 
  Esta Belle F 1846c   Anglo-Australian Apprenticed Ashton’s 1857_12  11c 1858_5 Unknown 
Bird Thomas  M 1837 Plasterer Father 

deceased? 
Anglo-Australian Apprenticed Burton’s 1850_11 NSW 14c 1877 Professional: 

circus 
proprietor 

Blake Vera  F 1910_12   Anglo-Australian Given away 
by mother 

Perry’s 1920c Qld 10  Performer, 
wide of circus 
proprietor 

Blake Daphne  F 1912   Anglo-Australian Given away 
by mother 

Perry’s 1920c Qld 8  Performer 

Broadbent Walter  M 1839  Father 
deceased 
1843 

Anglo-Australian Apprenticed Burton’s 1850_11 NSW 12  Professional 

Broadbent John  M 1839  Father 
deceased 
1843 

Anglo-Australian Apprenticed Burton’s 1850_11 NSW 11  Unknown 

Bruce ‘Master’  M    Half-caste Procured Jones’ 1852_5 NSW 8c 1853_2 Unknown 
Bullen Jules  M 1928c Tentman Illegitimate Anglo-Australian Adopted Bullen’s 1930  1  Professional 
Bullass Arthur 

Henry 
Victor Wirth M 1878 Coachpainter, 

photographer 
Parents 
separated? 

Anglo-Australian  Wirth’s 1884_11 Vic 6  Returned 
home 

Bullass William 
Edwin 

Carl Wirth M 1880 Coachpainter, 
photographer 

Parents 
separated? 

Anglo-Australian Legally 
adopted 

Wirth’s 1884_11 Vic 4  Professional, 
circus 
proprietor 

Bullis Victor  M    Anglo-Australian   1884 Vic 6c 1884 Mother 
reclaimed 
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Butler Thomas  M 1841   Anglo-Australian ‘Pupil’ La Rosiere’s 1853c NSW 12c 1854_6 Unknown 
Callaghan ‘Master’   1850c   Half-caste Procured Ashton’s 1857_01  12c   
Campbell Edward  M 1846c   Half-caste Procured Ashton’s 1871c  15 1881 Death in 

performance 
Cannon Patrick  M 1857   Anglo-Australian Joined Ashton’s 1874c Qld 14c  Professional 
Clarke George  M 1866c Painter, 

Labourer 
Normal Anglo-Australian Apprenticed St Leon’s 1878 NSW 13 1879 Returned 

home 
Clelland Euphie  F 1894c   Anglo-Australian Apprenticed St Leon’s 1904 Qld 10c 1904 Returned 

home 
Collier George  M 1884c   Half-caste? Procured FitzGerald’s 1890_8 Vic 6c 1896_05 Professional 
Dennis Mavis  F 1914c   Anglo-NewZealand Adopted Bullen’s 1930c NZ 16c  Professional 
Dunn Henry  M 1882_8 Stockman  Half-caste/African ‘Picked up’ FitzGerald’s 1888 Qld 5c 1906 Jockey 
Fairbrother Edna  F 1916c   Anglo-Australia Given away? Sole Bros 1922  6c  Wife of 

circus 
proprietor 

Frank Parello  M 1846c   Half-caste Procured Jones’ 1852_5 NSW 6c 1853_6 Ropewalker, 
1861 

Gaynor John  M 1844c  Normal? Anglo-Australian Apprenticed? Ashton’s 1851_3 NSW 8c 1853_2 Unknown 
Gerald Jim  M    Anglo-Australian Apprenticed? FitzGerald’s 1900c  12c  Vaudeville 
Gilbert Ernest  M 1890c   Aboriginal Procured St Leon’s 1896c Qld 6c 1902c Professional; 

dies c.1925 
Glover James A.  M 1837  Normal? Anglo-Australian Apprenticed? Burton’s 1850_11 NSW 13 1853_2 Professional; 

dies 
California, 
1857 

Godfrey Charles 
Leonard 

 M 1884_5 Public 
servant 

Illegitimate Anglo-Australian ‘Sold’ [Ise, Jack] 1885 SA <2 1889_11 Died through 
injuries 
inflicted 
during 
training 

Goss Rita  F 1919 Labourer Normal Anglo-Australian  Bullen’s 1931 Qld 12 1935 Returned 
home 

Griffiths Annie  F 1835 Theatre 
manager 

Normal English Apprenticed Malcom’s 1851 NSW 16c 1854 Professional; 
actress, USA 

Hall Eric  M  Chemist Normal Anglo-Australian Asthmatic, 
went with 
circus for 
holiday, 
health 
reasons 

Bullens 1950c  14c  With circus 
15 years 
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Hall Gertrude  F 1882x  Abandoned 

by mother 
Anglo-Australian Adopted Wirth’s 1889 Tas 5 1899 Professional; 

married 1906 
Hall May  F 1886c  Abandoned 

by mother 
Anglo-Australian Adopted Wirth’s 1889 Tas 2 1899 Professional; 

suicided 1909 
Hargreaves Tony  M    Half-caste Procured St Leon’s 1877 Unk 12c 1878  
Herbert Thomas  M 1862c   Anglo-Australian  Steven’s 

Troupe 
1865c NSW 4c  Professional 

Howard Syd  M    Aboriginal ‘Out of a 
home at 
Longreach’ 

Bullen’s 1950 Qld 12c   

Irwin Isabella  F 1841  Normal? Anglo-Australian Apprenticed Ashton’s 1854_9 NSW 13c 1859_7 Unknown 
Jones Horatio Horatio Ord             
Jones William  M 1844c Labourer  Half-caste Apprenticed Jones’ 1851 NSW 7c Indef Professional: 

circus 
ringmaster 

Jones Frank M.  M 1867c  Normal Anglo-Australian Joined Ashton’s 1882 NSW 15c 1939c Professional 
Kendall Jane  F 1844 Sawyer Father 

deceased 
English Apprenticed [La Rosiere, 

Edward] 
1851 NSW 7c 1857 Professional: 

circus 
proprietor 

King Mervyn  M 1908_1 Barman Illegitimate Anglo-Australian Given away? St Leon’s 1915 NSW 7_8 1932 Professional: 
circus 
proprietor 

Lynn Thomas H.  M 1884 Stockman Father 
abandoned 
family 

Anglo-Australian Given away? St Leon’s 1891 NSW 7 1902 Salvation 
Army officer 

Lynn William  M 1882c Stockman Father 
abandoned 
family 

Anglo-Australian Given away? St Leon’s 1891 NSW 13 1896c Unknown 

Lyons Emily  F 1923_9  Illegitimate American/Red 
Indian 

Given away? Lennon’s 1929c Vic 5c 1931 To welfare 

Mackie Agnes  F 1885   Anglo-Australian Apprenticed Eroni Bros 1903c Vic? 18  Acrobatic 
school 
proprietor 

Mackie Elizabeth  F    Anglo-Australian Apprenticed Eroni Bros 1903c Vic? 15   
Mackie Lottie  F    Anglo-Australian Apprenticed Eroni Bros 1903c Vic? 12   
Mackie Louie  F    Anglo-Australian Apprenticed Eroni Bros 1903c Vic? 11   
Martin Howard  M 1844c  Normal Anglo-Australian Apprenticed Ashton’s 1857-1 NSW 12c 1861_12 Unknown 

after 
absconding 
1861. 
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McKenny George  M 1841c  Normal? Anglo-Australian  Ashton’s 1860_6 Qld 18c 1861_6 Unknown 
McKenny Michael  M 1849  Normal? Anglo-Australian  Ashton’s 1860_6 Qld 11c 1861_6 Unknown 
McMurtry Ernest 

James 
 M 1883c  Normal Anglo-Australian ‘Adopted’ for 

five years 
FitzGerald’s 1894 Vic 11  Professional 

Munro James  M 1837_10 Boatman Normal Scottish Apprenticed Malcolm’s 1851_9 NSW 13c 1854 Circus 
equestrian 

Nunn Walter  M 1867c  Normal Anglo-Australian Joined Ashton’s 1882 NSW 15c   
O’Neill Martha 

Louise 
 F 1839 Bootmaker Normal Irish Apprenticed Malcom’s 1851 NSW 12c 1856c Equestrienne; 

Professional; 
wife of circus 
proprietor 

Orlandi Alec ‘Reka’  M 1872c   Aboriginal Joined St Leon’s 1893c NSW 16c 1896 Killed in 
performance 

Perry Charles  M 1846_10 Entertainer Normal Irish Apprenticed Ashton’s 1855c NSW 8c  Professional: 
circus 
proprietor 

Perry Tim  M 1885c    Adopted Perry’s 1895c  10c  Unknown 
Perry Emily  F 1885c    Adopted Perry’s 1895c  10c  Unknown 
Simonstein Joseph  M 1872  Normal Anglo-

Australian/Jewish 
 St Leon’s 1885c NSW 13c  Professional 

Sooby Robert  M 1872? Labourer Half-caste 
mother 
suicided; 
white 
father 
marries 

Half-caste Apprenticed West’s 1890c NSW 18c  Professional; 
circus 
proprietor 

Walcott ‘Master’  M      Burton’s 1850_11 NSW 8c  Unknown 
Warren Herbert  M 1882  Mother 

widowed, 
remarried. 

Anglo-Australian  Wirths 1886_2 Vic 3_6  Unknown 

Warren Thomas  A. 
‘Alfie’ 

 M 1880  Mother 
widowed, 
remarried. 

Anglo-Australian Legally 
indentured to 
21 years, £40 

Wirth’s 1886_2 Vic 5 1891 Mother 
reclaimed 

Williams Topsy  F 1930c     Sole’s 1945c  10c  Performer 
Zacchini Philip  M      ‘Theo & 

Crystal 
Zacchini’ 

1950  1  Carnival 
proprietor 

Zinga, 
May 

May E  F 1894_6 Acrobat Parents 
separated 

Anglo/Mauritian Adopted Wirth’s 1901_11 Vic 7_6 1911* Circus 
equestrienne 

	


